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TRODUCTIO 


=S|ANY of us who are still in middle life can remember when there was no 
coaching, no hunting, and no polo in America. Within the last twenty 
years these three branches of sport have been largely developed and organ- 
ized, so that now there is ample opportunity for all who are so minded 
to indulge in them. 

The pictures contained in this book give a good idea of the progress 


that has been made in this development, and its timely appearance marks 


a period when we may say that these sports, and steeplechasing as well, 
are all established on a permanent basis. Great interest has been shown in them—not only by those 
actively engaged, but also by the public who have been observant of their progress. That this interest 
is unabated is evident from the large crowds of admirers who come together to witness the annual 
meet of the Coaching Club in the Central Park, and who attend the various polo and _ steeplechase 
meetings throughout the country. 

The influence of these sports upon those engaged in them has been a salutary one. It has 
developed among us a taste for out-of-door life such as we have never had before, and has given our 
young men of leisure a healthy substitute for cards and billiards. It has given them instruction and 
practice in the arts of riding and driving, has hardened their muscles and improved their digestion, and 
has taught them temperance and self-control, without which no one can excel in any of the sports of 
which we are speaking. I think, too, we may claim that this development of sport has not been without 
its healthy influence upon the public. 

Compare the Central Park twenty years ago with the Central Park to-day. Where there was then 
one private vehicle well horsed and properly turned out there are now a score. Note how largely the 
gaudy harness covered with metal-work and useless rattling chains and the shaggy, badly groomed long- 
tailed horses have disappeared, giving place to neat harness with no superfluous ornaments, neatly trimmed 
horses, well bitted and well driven. It must be owned that the driving leaves much to be desired, and it 
would be well if more attention were paid to it by coachmen, masters and servants as well. 

To say nothing of the art of bitting and coupling your horses so that they may go together 
comfortably, and each one do his fair share of the work, there are a few simple rules of the road, 
the observance of which by all would tend greatly to the comfort and safety of those travelling by 
road. It may not be out of place briefly to allude to one or two. No vehicle should ever stop, 
either to take up or set down passengers or for any other purpose, except at the side of the road, 
in the street at the curb-stone, and, when practicable, on the off side. When driving slowly keep on the 
off side of the road, so that those coming up behind more rapidly than you are going may pass you 
easily, leaving you on their off hand. In pulling up raise your whip so that those coming up behind | 
may be made aware of your intention and govern themselves accordingly. In regulating the traffic at a 


point where two thoroughfares cross each other the police should stop all vehicles in one of the 
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streets until the other is free, and should then reverse the process, thus avoiding the great risk and 
inconvenience resulting from the attempt of drivers to force their way across a mass of traffic moving 
at right angles to their course. 

Note also the great improvement in the riders and their horses now to be seen in the Park 
with those of twenty years ago. Their number has increased amazingly, and their skill in riding and 
the quality of their hacks show a corresponding improvement. Especially is this noticeable among the 
young people. The number of well mounted and well turned out men and women, boys and girls, to 
say nothing of pad grooms, is steadily growing. What a vast improvement in saddles and bridles, in 
the dress of the men, and the habits (riding) of the women! 

While much has been accomplished, much still remains to be done before we can derive from our 
horses and carriages the full measure of comfort and convenience which they should afford. The most 
pressing need of all those who use horses, whether for business or pleasure, is that of better roads. 
The coaches and other carriages which are represented in this book are in a way heavier than those 
heretofore in use. The coaching men have shown that four horses can draw a coach with twelve or 
more people, at the rate of ten miles an hour over stages varying from six to ten miles in length, and 
that without the slightest distress or injury to the horses. But this can only be done over a good sound 
road, and there is no good road but one and that is a stone road, either Macadam or Telford. The 
first cost of such a road is great, but it is generally conceded that annual saving in the cost of main- 
taining such a road, over that of repairing the ordinary country road, would in a very few years be 
sufficient to cover the outlay required to build a stone road. It is the poorest economy that can be 
practiced to continue in use our present country roads. A good road gives new life to a neighborhood. 
It increases its attractions and invites all who love horses to visit it. It enables a horse to haul, whether 
for business or pleasure, at least three times the load which he can move over an ordinary road in good 
condition, and ten times what he can haul over it when in bad order. 

Let us hope that this book may be as instructive as it is sure to be pleasing to the eye, and if 
any apology be needed for the stress that is laid upon matters which some may deem trivial it must be 
found in the old saying, “If a thing is worth doing, it is worth doing well.” 

If a man would ride let him be properly mounted, suitably equipped, and decently dressed. 
If he would drive let his horses, harness, and carriage be adapted to the work they have to perform; 
let him so use his horses that they shall not be distressed nor injured, and let him observe the rules 
of the road so that he may not incommode his fellow travellers. In whatever sport he indulges let 
him be humane to his horse and careful of the lives and limbs of his fellow creatures. 

The aim of the artist in this book has been to reproduce such horses and carriages with such 
details of their equipment as may be useful as hints to those who need them, at the same time 
furnishing a standard of correctness in such matters. Should this aim be accomplished the book will 


not have appeared in vain. 


WILLIAM JAY. 
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THE MEET OF THE COACHING CLUB 
COACH OF COLONEL WILLIAM JAY 


At NEW YORK May 27 1893 


am 


Coach of Mr. 


Bae OAD coaching was intro- 
Wa & 
—\\( 2» CO 


\ duced into America sev- 
enteen or eighteen years 

ago. It was in 1875 
‘that the Coaching Club 
was organized with the 
following membership of 
nine: Colonel William 
Jay, Mr. Frederic Bron- 
son, Mr. James Gordon Bennett, Mr. W. P. Douglass, 
Messrs. Delancey and Nicholson Kane, Mr. Thomas 
Newbold, Mr. Allen Thorndike Rice, and Mr. Leon- 
ard Jerome. At the first meet of the club at Mad- 
ison Square six coaches assembled. Beginning in the 
spring of 1876 Mr. Delancey Kane drove daily the 
Tallyho from the Hotel Brunswick in New York to 
Pelham, a distance of about fifteen miles and return. 
The enterprise proved so successful that, after a 
cessation throughout the summer months, in the fall 


of the same year the coach again made daily trips, 


but the journey was extended a few miles further to 


New Rochelle, and in the following year the coach was 
again in use, now running from New York to Yonkers. 
In 1878 the route to New Rochelle was selected ; but, in 
that year, continuous bad weather and the consequent 
wretched condition of the roads compelled a tempo- 
rary abandonment of the enterprise. But the inspir- 
iting and, so far as American society was concerned, 
novel diversion had become so popular that within 


one year the coach again ran to New Rochelle. 
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Frederic Bronson. 


A year or two later, under the patronage and direc- 
tion of some members of the Coaching Club, the 
Tantivy made regular trips to Tarrytown, about thirty 
miles, and these were continued throughout the season 
for two years. In 1884 the Greyhound was put on 
the road between the Hotel Brunswick and Pelham by 
Mr. C. O. D. Iselin and Mr. J. Roosevelt Roosevelt. In 
1886 and 1887 the Tantivy ran over the same road, 
and in 1890 it again was in service running between 
the Brunswick and the Country Club, then recently 
organized at Westchester. 

So many coaches are owned in New York that the 
annual meet and parade of the Coaching Club has be- 
come a conspicuous metropolitan event. The accom- 
panying plate represents the coach of Colonel William 
Jay as it appeared in the meet of May 27, 1893. In 


the line were coaches owned and driven by Colonel 


William Jay, Mr. Frank K. Sturgis, Mr. Richard 
Mortimer, Mr. William Forbes Morgan, Mr. C. F, 
Havemeyer, Mr. Frederic Bronson, and Mr. F. O. Beach. 
The coaches assembled on the drive extending from the 
Eighth Avenue entrance to the Central Park to the 
Mall; and the drive was through the Park to Mount 
St. Vincent, and continued to the grounds of the Open 
Air Hore. Show Association. Mrs. Jay sat beside 


Colonel Jay on the box-seat, and among the guests 


were Mr. William G. Tiffany, a most distinguished 


amateur coachman, and his wife. There have been at 
the annual meet as many as fifteen drags in line, and 


at the Newport meet in 1892 there were eighteen. 
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COACH OF COLONEL WILLIAM VAL 


At the Annual Meet of the Coaching Club 


New York, May 27, 1893 
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THE WESTCHESTER HUNT 


M: THEODORE A. HAVEMEYER Jr. Master 


at WHITE PLAINS NovemMsBer 1892 


the Cotton Library at 
the British Museum 
there is a curious old 
manuscript which is 
supposed to be the first 
work on Hunting that 


ever was prepared. It 


was written at the be- 
ginning of the four- 
teenth century, and is an English version of a French 
treatise entitled ‘“‘ Art de venerie le quel Maistre Guil- 
laume Twici venour le Roy d’Angleterre fist en son 
temps per aprandre autres.” This William Twici was 
huntsman to Edward II. The King, however, had 
another ‘‘ Maistre of the Game,” with literary aspirations, 
in the person of John Gyfford, an Englishman, who 
made the translation. This old manuscript which is of 
interest now to the student rather than to the huntsman, 
was the first contribution to what has since become 
an abundant literature on the subject of hunting in all 
its aspects. From Strutt’s “Sports and Pastimes of 
the People of England” to Whyte Melville’s charming 
“‘ Recollections” the list is long and interesting. 
Strutt in his admirable work prints some cuts, taken 
from an old illustrated manuscript, from which we 
learn the interesting fact that when ladies first took to 
the hunting field on horseback they bestrode their horses 
like men, although still clad in dresses. The cuts, 
however, fail to illustrate clearly how this somewhat 


difficult feat was accomplished. But it was not as 
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Skeleton Brake of Mr. James P. Kernochan. 


riders that ladies first appeared in the field. For a long 
time they were spectators, and watched the sport from 
wooden stands constructed for the purpose, beneath which 
the game was driven for their edification and amusement. 

Hunting in England is probably as firmly established 
as the throne itself, and its followers number many 
thousands. But in this country, although natural 
hunting is one of the oldest amusements, and in the 
South, particularly, it has existed for generations, the 
conditions have not been favorable to any remarkable 
development of the sport. 

In 1876 Joseph Donohue and a number of young 
friends tried drag hunting near Hackensack, New Jer- 
sey. Afterwards the sport was carried to Long Island, 
where the country was found to be more suitable. In 
spite of many obstacles it has achieved a fair measure of 
popularity, and the number of its followers increases 
every year. At the present time there are twelve care- 
fully organized and well-established hunt clubs in this 
country. They are the Queens County Hunt Club, 
which was the first to be organized, the Meadow Brook 
Club, the Rockaway Hunt Club, the Essex County, the 
Westchester, the Radnor, of Philadelphia, the Rich- 
mond County, the Dutchess County, the Geneseo, the 
Myopia, the Elkridge, and the Pembroke. 

The accompanying plate represents one of the many 
hunts that take place every year at Westchester. Mr. 
Theodore A. Havemeyer, Jr. is the master, and Mr. 
Nathaniel C. Reynal, the whip. The others are Miss 
Cary, Mr. E. C. Potter, and Edmund Randolph. 
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THE WESTCHESTER HUNT 


White Plains, November, 1892 


Mr. Theodore A. Havemeyer, jc seMastens Mr. Nathaniel C. Reynal, Whip 
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TANDEM SHOOTING CART 
or M" OLIVER H. P. BELMONT 


At BELLEVUE AVENUE NEWPORT AucustT 1892 


1 AN NY) ike oe ee INE 8 
’ \ NW 
NYY gS NR S 
ee 


MN ‘ } 


Coach Pioneer. 


ANDEM driving may 
appear to the casual 
observer to be a mere 
indulgence of the desire 
for an unusual and 
somewhat dangerous 


pastime; but, however 


that may be, it had a 
very natural origin in 
the circumstances and needs of those who long ago 
rode with the hounds. In the early days of fox hunt- 
ing hunt clubs were not so numerous as they have 
since become, and the appointed meeting places were 
far from the homes of many of the riders. Some of 
these rode long distances so greatly fatiguing their 
horses before the sport of the day was ever begun, 
while others, wiser, drove, having their hunters led. 
These would arrive with riding-horses comparatively 
fresh and eager and untired; but this proceeding was 
unsatisfactory, and it was then that some one, whose 
name should be remembered but is not, procuring long 
traces and long reins had his hunter harnessed before 
the horse drawing his cart and so himself drove to 
the meet. His example was followed, and so much 
pleasure was found in it that tandem driving became 
an independent form of sport liked and followed for its 
own sake. It has grown in favor mightily, and the 
many tandem clubs which have been organized have 


aided in the encouragement and development of the 


sport both abroad and in America. 


There is so much of difficulty to be overcome by the 
beginner in tandem driving, and enough of danger that 
the leader may not go straight or that he may become 
entangled in the harness, or that other accidents may 
occur, that the very greatest skill in driving is neces- 
sary—skill of a character and degree not to be attained 
by every one. In no other manner of driving is such 
quickness and so light a hand required. It is there- 
for that tandem driving is so attractive to those 
devoted to it, for the exercise of unusual skill is always 
enjoyable to those possessed of it. The danger in the 
sport no doubt adds zest to it; but that danger may be 
lessened by wise and careful breaking of the horses and 
proper harnessing. Great lightness and simplicity in 
harnessing are advised by all authorities, while some 
recommend as an aid to safety two bars to be attached 
to the collar of the wheeler and to which are to be 
fastened the traces of the leader; but enthusiasts deride 
this safety arrangement and express their belief that 
such a substitute for skill should be used only by ladies 
or occasional experimental drivers among men. 

The choice of carts to be used in tandem driving is 
comparatively limited. The smart but dangerously 
high cocking-cart is sometimes used, but the dog-cart, 
practically a mere box on wheels, and the Whitechapel 
cart are more in vogue, while some drivers prefer four- 
wheeled traps. One of these, owned by Mr. Oliver 
H. P. Belmont, is represented in the accompanying 
plate. It was built by Healey after designs based upon 
old prints collected by Mr. Belmont. 
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TANDEM SHOOTING CART 


Owned and driven by Mr. Oliver H. P. Belmont 


Rog at 802 


Belcourt, Newport, 
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THE CHAMPION STAKES 


at LINDEN PARK NovemMBeR 5 1892 


AMERICAN HUNT AND PONY 


RACING ASSOCIATION 
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Cart of Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock. 


NE of the most interesting 
and gratifying results of 
amateur sport in Ameri- 
ca is the development 
of the American pony. 
When polo was played 
here’ first. in’ 1876, the 


only ponies that were 
available for the game, 
which Mr. Bennett had so successfully introduced, were 
greatly inferior in size and quality to those that were 
used in the game abroad. 

Up to that time the possibilities of the Texan or 
Mexican pony were but little understood, and for a 
number of years ponies were imported from England 
and Ireland with more or less unsatisfactory results; but 
in 1879 the good points in American-bred animals 
began to attract attention. The practice of breeding 
them grew to a considerable extent, and in a few years 
pony racing began to commend itself to horsemen as a 


form of sport offering great and peculiar opportunities 


for enjoyment. Since that time the American pony 


has been assiduously cultivated, and the fact that the 
Hurlingham polo team, which played at Newport in 
1886, sold their English ponies here, in order that they 
might take American-bred ponies home with them, was 
a significant indication of the success of that cultivation. 

In order to secure for the sport a strictly amateur 
character, and to put it on a sound and systematic basis, 


it was determined to establish an association that would 


lift it out of the bounds of speculation and give it a 
practical and recognized standing. Accordingly, on the 
27th of January, 1890, at a meeting held at Delmonico’s, 
the American Pony Racing Association was organized 
with the following officers: Jenkins Van Schaick, 
Chairman, J. R. Wood, Secretary, and A. Belmont 
Purdy, 7veasurer. 

By-laws and racing rules were adopted, and on May 
10, 1890, the first races given under the official direc- 
tion of the Association took place at Meadow Brook 
Park in the presence of twelve hundred spectators. 

In 1892 the name of the Association was changed 
to the American Hunt and Pony Racing Association, 
and the rules so amended as to be in harmony with the 
title. 

It was extremely fortunate for the interests of the 
Association that it had for its organizers such true sports- 
men as Jenkins Van Schaick, H. L. Herbert, J. Clinch 
Smith, J. R. Wood, F. T. Underhill, A. Belmont Purdy, 
Louis N. Bell, and Elliott Roosevelt. From the begin- 
ning the Association has been successful. It now num- 
bers two hundred and fifteen members, with a registry of 
more than three hundred and twenty ponies and horses. 

The closing meeting of the season just ended took 
place at Linden Park on November sth. The accom- 
panying plate represents the second race of that meeting 
for the Champion Stakes, which was won by Mr. Fred 
Hoey, on Mr. F. Gebhard’s gelding Rosarium, with Mr. 
Foxhall Keene second, riding Mr. A. White’s mare Po- 


_cahontas, and W. C. Hayes third, on his colt Carteret. 


SG SSA Cot ASA SEAS CM ESO TR BOR 


OO EE aS ae a eee ee 


Nas eiadiale pve ry 
‘ ore) +ai 8 
Se ian ieeP tion Ft 


“<> 
ry ee pay * 
: ¢ is, ’ +). 1 : 
haket A a 
eat > The yiy! L a | te ; 
e ae ’ i : 


Rd 3 7 


ES SS De eS 

| Utveti ag ba be 
eee he ot =o ee 

eset ee ed 


bit >. ea s : 
3 eae 


er te Usp beg rieg ee Ms Pee © 
J ghia * ‘S ay Inn de * 
Pe \ eg -4 7 re 7 
rahe Doe i Bis 
TVA? 


. 


1 Ta alta a 
Hs SE ied 


’ 7 - 

j ov, - s* 
Prim (far eo. 
7 


PATTY 


tery eres o.-s 
APRA LN ie 
Lad 1 te | oe wae 
4a SARE AEG Poo 
Cage! oie ae 


ie 3 7 


Seas ef " 
Tin, ey enol 4 , 


} ar a 4 j is | 
—a or 4 i‘=4 : am 
eal Der ee ci i | ; 


Ms? 

+d hanes 
weer? wn St ) 
1; Sa 

‘ arr ¥. ’ 
a7 cr. } 

AA OEE Ae 

‘ fr al 
rv Tete 
eteg 446 


THE CHAMPION STAKES 


American Hunt and Pony Racing Association 


Won by Mr. Frederick Gebhard’s bl. g. Rosarium 


At Linden Park, October, 1892 
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